This work is volume 5 in Brill's History of Warfare series and is designed to examine the use of the Komnenian army in restoring the Byzantine military position in the Balkans, Asia Minor, and the Levant; in other words, this is a tactical study, and not a general military history. The author examines the textual sources for twelfth-and thirteenth-century history in the first chapter, and follows this with an historical overview of eleventh-and twelfthcentury Byzantium.
The heart of the book is a detailed analysis of the campaigns of the Komnenian emperors Alexios I, John II, and Manuel I, which draws heavily on contemporary histories. The author readily acknowledges the pitfalls in relying on these narrative sources, and points out that there are no tactical manuals for this period. In spite of the obstacles presented by the extant primary sources, the author does an excellent job in attempting to piece together the profound changes that beset the Byzantine army in the period of the Komnenian emperors. All three reigns were characterized by defensive warfare. In the case of Alexios I, the army that he inherited had been ruined by over fifty years of political chaos and neglect. It fell to this emperor to oversee the retraining of his force, which underwent a painful baptism through defeats by the Normans, Pechenegs, and Turks. However, by the end of his reign, his army had adopted the tactics of the Pecheneg raiders, and used these tactics successfully against the Normans and the Pechenegs themselves. John II inherited a professional and well-trained fighting force, as well as politically stable borders. John developed fixed defensive points in southern Asia Minor and began campaigning aggressively in northern and southeastern Anatolia. Siege warfare played a prominent role in his campaigns, and open battle was avoided, if possible. Manuel's campaigns were characterized by more open battles, and fewer sieges. However, problems in equipping and paying the force developed during his reign.
In the final three chapters, the author offers a fascinating look at the role of logistics, Komnenian siege warfare, and the Komnenian army in battle. In each chapter, an assessment of the sources is offered, and the author explains his methodology in arriving at his conclusions. In dealing with how the army was supported, the author summarizes the debate over recruiting, financing, and the use of pronoia, and ably sorts out the differing views among historians, convincingly arguing that the "Komnenian system of maintenance . . . was a hodge podge of systems" (p. 156). In the final chapter, the author attempts to categorize the types and rates of wounds encountered in battle, as well as the medical treatment available to the soldiers. While the author readily acknowledges the weaknesses inherent in this type of analysis, given the sources available, his summary nonetheless adds significant detail and attention to a neglected topic. The author also reminds us of just how difficult and bloody premodern warfare was, and the impact it had on the common soldier.
Overall, this is a well-researched book, as the extensive bibliography and well-annotated footnotes will attest. The author carefully builds upon existing knowledge while always acknowledging the limitations of his sources; he clearly states the goals for this book, and more than adequately meets those goals and expectations. This work is eminently suitable to fill the gap between Eric McGeer's work on Byzantine warfare in the tenth century and Mark Bartusis's work on the late Byzantine army. The book is definitely worth buying, however the numerous editing errors make the $91.00 price tag a bit steep.
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